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THE PASSING SHOW 

OF CAPITALISM 


CHEAP THINGS AND CHEAP LABOR 


Hit Seven “ Plunks ” — John Rockefeller’s 
Taxes— How the Rich Defy the Courts— 
Lumbermen Attracted to the Philip¬ 
pines—A Hint for “Reformers" 


Current Notes and Comment 

Tire postoffice authorities at Cleveland 
are trying to force the letter carriers 
who sympathize with the street railway 
men to ride on the cars of the Big Con¬ 
solidated. Monday of last week the fol¬ 
lowing notice was issued and posted in 
all the different offices: 

"All carriers receiving street car tick¬ 
ets and not riding on the cars will please 
make a written explanation at once of 
what they are doing with same and rea¬ 
son for not using them as intended by 
the postoffice department.” 

Previous to the strike the mail car¬ 
riers rode on the B. C. cars, "but nine- 
tenths of the men were in sympathy with 
the striking street car men,” says the 
Cleveland Artisan, “and as soon as the 
strike occurred the majority of them 
covered their routes on bicycles.” The 
notice is interpreted by most of the car¬ 
riers as a clear attempt to force them to 
patronize a corporation (the tickets are 
purchased from the company by the 
government) when their union princi¬ 
ples would persuade them to do other¬ 
wise. This attempt at coercion is suc¬ 
ceeding, too. Most of the carriers are 
three-vear men. The first '-ear men re¬ 
ceive $6oo a year, the second year men 
$8oo and those in the third year $1,000. 
The third year or best paid men, many 
with families, do not feel that they can 
lose their positions and the government 
could easily fill their places with men of 
the other two classes and just as easily 
a new force of $6oo men. 

Trade unionists and that portion ol 
the general public which clamors for re¬ 
form through the public ownership oi 
street railways, or, as in the case of the 
printers, of the telegraph service, will do 
well to ponder over the facts in this 
Cleveland incident. And the “Socialists 
too” will find in it plenty of food for 
thought. Workingmen, study Socialism 
and learn that no middle-class, half-way 
reform that stops short of the social 
ownership of the entire means of pro¬ 
duction and distribution can help you. 

Hello, Bill! How' are you making it 
nowadays? 

O, I’ve got a job, Charlie; no kick 
coming. Draw my little seven plunks 
a week reg’lar. 

’S that so? Seven dollars a week and 
still voting the republican ticket, I sup¬ 
pose. 

No, sirree! I’m a democrat now; vot¬ 
ed for Bryan at last election. 

Did eh? Well say. Bill, I’m surprised 
at you, for a fact. Going on year after 
year voting for the two old capitalist 
parties, an’ you a working man! Why 
look at it, man: Forty years old and a 
family an’ getting only seven dollars a 
week! Why don’t you leapt something? 
Why don’t you read up on Socialism? 

That’s all right, old man. But le’me 
tell you: I ain’t got no time to read 
nothin’. Why, I’ll tell you, Charlie, Tin 
an anarchist, I am; yes, I’m a reg’lar an¬ 
archist! 

Well, Bill, if I hadn’t known you so 
long and that you are simply an average 
working mule, I’d say you w'as a reg’lar 
damphool. Good day, old man; read 
up on Socialism, Bill, Socialism! 

Have you ever thought of the relation 
of cheap things to cheap, labor? For in¬ 
stance, you have bought this summer a 
serviceable crash vest for 15 cents— 
that’s cheap. You bought it because it 
was cheap. But did you ever think of 
the producer of things when you bought 
them? Do you know that the cheaper 
you buy things, the less the producer 
gets for making the things? That the 
cheaper you- buy the worse off the pro¬ 
ducer becomes, under the capitalist sys¬ 
tem? That the capitalist manufacturer 
and employer pays the producer out of 
what you pay for things? That under 
the present system, which gives you 
things cheap, the producer of things has 
an awful struggle to live? Do you think 
that things that cost human life and sub¬ 
ject human beings to suffering and 
wretchedness are cheap? Or don t you 
care? ■_ 

There was something, compatible and 
harmonious with the old methods of pro¬ 
duction in the individual producer own¬ 
ing his tools of production; but there is 
nothing but incompatibility and injus¬ 
tice in the private ownership of the mod¬ 
em machine, which is the transformed 
individual tool. The producer owns 
neither tool nor product; he is divorced 
from the first and can only get back a 
Part of the other by relinquishing to the 
cormorant of commercialism the por¬ 


tion paid him as wages for producing 
the whole. 

Are workingmen in this country go¬ 
ing to allow, the persistent misrepresen¬ 
tation that labor is better off to-day than 
ever before to go unchallenged for fear 
of offending their masters? It is not 
true that labor Is better off; it is true 
that labor is relatively worse off, and it 
is worse off because the methods of ex¬ 
ploiting it have been so far perfected in 
the interest of the class which controls 
the economic power of the country, that 
a workingman can no longer tell "where 
he is at” as a factor in production. Read 
an extract in this issue from Charles 
Vail’s book on this subject. 


If you have a friend who would be 
interested in a presentation of social re¬ 
forms from the standpoint of the Chris¬ 
tian Citizenship League, induce him to 
subscribe for the Social Forum, publish¬ 
ed monthly at Chicago, 822 Association 
Building, 50 cents a year. Prof. Geo. 
D. Herron is a frequent contributor and 
every number contains articles of value. 
For example, that for August, which 
has an account of the conference at Buf¬ 
falo, includes interesting contributions 
on “Was Henry George a Socialist?” 
“Perils of Imperialism," “Christian Eco¬ 
nomics.” 

Ordered by the supreme court to re¬ 
move an obstruction connecting his two 
store buildings and occupying a public 
thoroughfare, Marshall Field of Chicago 
responds by retaining the use of the ob¬ 
struction while he builds above it anoth¬ 
er three times as large, and the court 
and the people stand and look on while 
it is done. However, this thing of com¬ 
pelling wealthy taxpayers to obey the 
law is quite preposterous. Talk about 
patriotism and respect for the courts— 
bah! __ 

Thomas Tracey, delegate of the A. F. 
of L. to the Trades Union Congress at 
Plymouth, England, is expressing sur¬ 
prise at the influence of labor in English 
politics. We never heard of Tom ex¬ 
pressing surprise, at the influence of law¬ 
yers in Congress. In the last Congress, 
out of a total of 357, nearly two-thirds, 
or 210, were lawyers. The first labor 
party to elect a member of Congress will 
be the Social Democrats. 


Annie Gravenstock was sick and had 
no physician; she was hungry and had 
no food. There was not a cruinb in the 
house, and Andrew, her husband, 
though an industrious man. was unable 
to provide for her. She died and the 
Chicago Chronicle lays the blame for it 
at the door of the county agent’s office. 
Nonsense! The blame is at the door of 
every man who upholds by word or vote 
the iniquitous system we are living un¬ 
der. _ 

Alchemy was, chemistry is; astrology 
was, astronomy is; by and by we shall 
say “capitalism was. Socialism is,” for 
as the capitalist system of production 
and distribution develops, the certainty 
of Socialism dawns- upon the mental 
horizon of intelligent people as the his¬ 
torical and economically necessary suc¬ 
cessor of capitalism. 

It is the problem that needs to be em¬ 
phasized; the problem of how labor is to 
be rid of the fleecing class and how 
civilization itself is to be saved with pri¬ 
vate ownership of the tools of produc¬ 
tion. We Social Democrats say that So¬ 
cialism is the only solution; this you 
may reject, but the problem remains and 
this you have got to confront. 

What is all this fuss about Western 
railroads making an illegal combine'to 
mulct the government in the transporta¬ 
tion of soldiers? What is the use of hav¬ 
ing a government of capitalists if capi¬ 
talists can’t use it to serve their own 
ends? J_ 

Social Democrats of Germany will 
hold their annual conference in Han¬ 
over on October. 9. • August Bebel will 
reply to the principal points contained 
in Bernstein's book. 


Labori is hot on the trail of the most 
culpable gang in the Dreyfus mix-up. 
He will Lac nothing if he can succeed 
in ferreting out the evidence from that 
“shadow behind the scenes.” 


John Rockefeller still continues to 
achieve success in his fights against the 
tax assessors and by and by we may 
learn of another million given to the 
Lord. _ 

The price of meat has gone up be¬ 
cause the supply of cattle is short. The 
price of labor is down because the sup¬ 
ply of men is abundant. 

It still remains that Hanna (and Quay) 
are bosses of the republican party and 
McKinley holds a purchased presiden¬ 
cy- :_ 

The republicans want McKinley. And 
why shouldn’t they? Hasn’t he given 
them what they wanted? 


CURRENT EVENTS 

P ASSED IN REVIEW 

MINERS’ "VICTORIES" SO-CALLED 


Thirteen-Dollars-a-Month Patriotism—“Bull 
Pens” and Socialism—lustice in France 
in Spite of Hell and the French 
Army—Cleveland Boycott 


ISj Kof«ne V. Deb*. Terre Haute. I mi. 

We have heard a great deal about the 
"glorious victories” won for the miners 
during the last two years. It is a ghast¬ 
ly lie. The only victory I know of is 
the $3,600.00 job snatched from the en¬ 
emy by Ratchford, the understudy of 
Mark Hanna. 

Here in Indiana hundreds of them 
are idle and suffering. In Illinois, ac¬ 
cording to the official report of State 
Secretary Ryan, they are on strike at 14 
different points. At Girard the other 
day they issued an appeal for charity, 
declaring that they were homeless and 
hungry. The “glorious victories” have 
reduced them to common beggars—and 
they belong to the union to a man. 

Oh miners, will you not open your 
eyes, and will you not use your brains 
and see and think ior yourselves? 

You have won no victories worthy 
the name. You are slaves, every last 
one of you, the victims of the wage sys¬ 
tem, and as long as the mines you work 
in are privately owned you will be 
robbed while at work and clubbed and 
shot like dogs when you quit. 

Arouse from your slavery, join the 
Social Democratic Party and vote with 
us to take possession of the mines of 
the country and operate them in the in¬ 
terest of the people, as well as the rail¬ 
roads, factories and all the means of pro¬ 
duction and distribution, and then, and 
only then, will “glorious victories” have 
been achieved and you and your com¬ 
rades be free and your families happy. 

Patriotism 

The American “patriot” is the big¬ 
gest humbug on earth. Under pretense 
of loving his country, he struts and 
swaggers, prates about the “flag” and 
the "glories of war” and makes a specta¬ 
cle ol himself generally. This "patriot” 
is never so ready to respond to the call 
of “his country" as when half-famished j 
working slaves are to be shot at—at so 
much per shot. 

The boss "patriots” are the plutocrats. 
They do their share of the fighting in 
sumptuous banqueting halls where 
amidst the roar of champagne corks 
they glorify the “flag,” while the poor 
fool "patriots” murder one another, ac¬ 
cording to the ethics of “civilized war¬ 
fare,” for $13.00 a month. 

Roosevelt of New York may be held 
Up as the typical American patriot. He 
has the face of a bull-dog and a heart to 
match. That such a savage is elected 
governor of the leading state, in the 
Union* is proof enough that we are yet 
a million miles from civilization. Ac¬ 
cording to the capitalist program this 
ideal “patriot’' is to be made president 
in 1904, but he will hear something 
“strenuous” drop by that time and when 
he takes a second look he will see a So¬ 
cialist president in the seat h'S "patri¬ 
otic” pantaloons yearned to warm. 

The “patriotic” war in the Philippines 
blackens the blackest page in the 19th 
century. It is fiendish without a redeem- | 
ing feature. All war is murder and I 
am opposed to the shedding of human 
blood, but since this war is forced upon 
the Filipinos, I regret that they lack the 
power and means to blow up every bat¬ 
tle ship that lands there. I am.with and 
for the Filipinos, and hope with all my 
heart that they may yet repel the in¬ 
vaders and achieve their independence. 

I am.not a “patriot,” as that term is 
defined in the lexicon of capitalism. All 
the world is my country and all man¬ 
kind are my countrymen.” 

Not being a fetich worshiper I see no 
difference between a flag and any other 
piece of cotton goods. All flags look 
, alike to me, but since we have not yet 
outgrown this fetich, mine is the blood- 
red flag of Socialism. 

Idaho 

The “bull-pen” of Idaho is the joint 
product of Republican, Democratic and 
Populistic administration. The pictures 
drawn of this hell-hole by reliable cor¬ 
respondents are enough to make decent 
devils blush with shame. The Demo¬ 
cratic-Populistic governor Steunen- 
berg and the Republican general Mer- 
riam, monsters of degeneracy, consti¬ 
tute the czars of this domain. Here 
hundreds of honest workingmen, with¬ 
out a charge against them are corralled 
like cattle, starved like outlaws and 
shot like mad dogs, and while these out¬ 
rages are being perpetrated in the name 
of “law and order” their wives are made 
victims of the lust of their brutal keep¬ 
ers. 

We often hear that violent revolution 
is close upon us, but this is only bluster, 


for if there were but the faintest revolu¬ 
tionary spirit abroad, the Idaho “Bull 
Pen” would fan it into flame like a cy¬ 
clone and such fiends as Steunenberg, 
Merriam and other degenerate tools of 
the Standard Oil Company would be 
hung higher than Haman. 

Some of these miners may remember 
what 1 told them nearly three years ago 
about coming events, about voting with 
the old parties and about Socialism. 
They were nc*. ready for socialism then, 
but now that their unions are broken up, 
their homes desolate and themselves pri¬ 
soners or exiles, and all this by the capi¬ 
talist system which they have supported 
by their own votes, they will be com¬ 
pelled to realize that through Socialism 
alone is there escape from the tyranny 
of capitalist rule and the atrocities of 
the wage system. 

Dreyfus 

It requires no acute observer to dis¬ 
cover th3t Dreyfus, the victim of the 
foulest conspiracy ever conceived, is not 
being given a fair trial. The refusal of 
the court to adjourn when his counsel 
was stricken down by an assassin shows 
clearly enough which way the wind 
blows. But whether he is tried fairly or 
not, one thing is certain and that is that 
the French people are wideawake, and 
sooner or later justice will be meted out 
in spite of hell and the French army. 
For the epauletted conspirators, from 
first to last, there is a day of retribution 
and when it comes there will be such 
an accounting as even the people of 
France have never witnessed. 

It is not Dreyfus alone that is on trial. 
Militarism, honey-combed with rotten¬ 
ness, is also arraigned before the high 
court of the French nation and when the 
final verdict of the French people shall 
have been reversed, militarism in France 
will have been crushed out of existence 
forever. Through it all there is a mighty 
mustering of the forces of Socialism 
and, out of it all there is certain to 
emerge the Socialist Republic. 

Tlie Cleveland Boycott 

The Street Railway Employes of I 
Cleveland and their sympathizers are 
putting up a brave fight and we can only 
hope that victory may perch upon their 
banner. But they are fighting, bare¬ 
handed, a powerful loe, backed by muni¬ 
cipal clubs and state bayonets. 

The attitude of Arthur, the renegade 
chief of the Brotherhood of Engineers, 
is refreshing, but not at all surprising. 
The rich old labor leader is simply true 
to his base record. He is against the 
Cleveland strikers and against labor 
generally. He is the pliant tool of the 
railroads and in 1894 made a record 
black as a crow's wing. The Brother¬ 
hood of Engineers knows all this and 
has known it for years and still, to satis¬ 
fy the general managers, who are the 
real rulers of the. brotherhood, they con¬ 
tinue to crown this traitor to labor 
“grand chief,” and for such a brother¬ 
hood, honest men should have only un¬ 
mitigated contempt. 

The S. D. 1*. 

The progress our party is making 
must be a source of gratification to ev¬ 
ery member. We now. have an unbrok¬ 
en chain of branches stretching across 
the continent, from New England to the 
golden gate. Day by day there are new 
accessions to our ranks and in 1900 the 
party will be in superb fighting form. 

The carbuncle at New York lias come 
to a head and the pus is flowing freely. 
Purification is bound to follow, but in 
the meantime the olfactory nerves will 
be put to the severest test. 

Private advices give assurance that 
our party stands high with the leaders 
of the European Socialist movement. 
We have every reason to take courage 
and put forth the mightiest efforts at 
our command. 

There is a united Socialist party just 
ahead and its initials will be S. D. P. 

Eugene V. Debs. 


Fate ol Dreyfus Enemies 

• Those who have sought to injure 
Dreyfus have fared badly. Lieutenant 
Colonel Henry, the confessed forger, cut 
his throat while in prison. Colonel Du 
Paty de Clam, under accusation of for¬ 
gery, is dying and threatened with a 
court-martial. Deniel, the director of 
Devil's Island prison, who treated his 
prisoner most inhumanly, was recalled, 
cashiered, and disgraced. Scheuerer- 
Kestner, the eminent scientist, was 
forced to resign the Vice Presidency of 
the Senate. General Boisdeffrc is self- 
exiled from Paris, where he became a 
laughing stock. Le Caplain, a violent 
anti-Dreyfusard, took poison and died. 
Esterhazy is a fugitive from justice and 
has been expelled from the Legion of 
Honor. Five French Ministers of War 
—Billot, Cavaignac, Zurlinden, Cha- 
noine, and De Freycinet—were in turn 
driven from the ministry. General Mer¬ 
rier has been shown to be a liar of the 
wildest sort. General Pellieux, Gonse, 
Lauth, Gribelin, Ravary, and Orines- 
cheville are in disgrace. 


Whole No. 61. 

BUFFALO CONFERENCE 
AND DE MOCRAT IC PARTY 

POLITICIANS AND THE TRUSTS 

Pecuniary Relation of Wealthy Democrats to 

the Trusts and the Absurdity ol Their 
Posing as Foes ol the Trusts 
and Friends of the People 

By luofeue C. F*lrs. Brooklyn, N. V. 

The Buffalo conference has at least 
produced one valuable result; it has set 
people to thinking and has increased 
and intensified the interest in social, po¬ 
litical and economic questions that for 
twenty years or more has been steadily 
extending. It has done more. In fo¬ 
cussing thought upon the burning ques¬ 
tions of the day; the accumulation of 
vast fortunes in a few hands, the rise of 
a small moneyed aristocracy, the all con¬ 
trolling power of wealth over legislation, 
the gigantic development of trusts and 
monopolies and their tendency to still 
greater consolidation of power, the 
growing strength of an imperialistic for¬ 
eign policy, the suppression of free 
thought and free speech in our col¬ 
leges, the convention placed before the 
public in simple, plairi shape the tenden¬ 
cies that are swaying and moulding the 
life of this nation. This, in itself, is a 
valuable work, meriting all commenda¬ 
tion. 

Much can also be said in praise of the 
measures adopted for the rectification of 
these conditions; such as founding a 
new college of sociology, the formation 
of leagues for the education of the peo¬ 
ple on direct legislation, public owner¬ 
ship of utilities, and the development of 
a sentiment against imperialism and 
militarism. All these, as tentative meas¬ 
ures, are in the line of progress, and in 
their way are helpful. 

But where the conference stopped 
short in its work, where it left undone 
that which it should have done, where 
it showed its inability to fully grasp the 
great sociological questions of the day, 
was in its limited grasp of the subjects 
discussed and the measures advocated. 

From the beginning to the close of 
the convention nowhere was it evident 
that these gTeat monopolies, in all their 
forms, that are fettering industry, con¬ 
trolling legislation and enslaving men, 
are the legitimate and inevitable prod¬ 
ucts of the competitive system and not a 
mere accident upon the surface of soci¬ 
ety; that that system having flowered 
into a monopolistic regime, whose ex¬ 
istence is detrimental to the progress of 
the individual and of the nation, the 
next and unavoidable stage in the 
growth of civilization was the evolution 
of a new social order that would gradu¬ 
ally absorb and destroy the monopolis¬ 
tic system under which we are living. 

The conference apparently did not 
see that the social organism grows as 
an individual grows; that it passes from 
one stage of development to another; 
that when its growth is retarded by any 
malefic influence, and it is unable fo 
slough off old forms and conditions that 
belonged to an earlier period, and whose 
continuance is occasioning disease and 
decay, then the work is by wise meth¬ 
ods to remove obstacles and allow the 
expanding forces of life to come into 
play. 

The conference failed to see that we 
have reached a^social crisis, that differ¬ 
entiation of the existing competitive or¬ 
der has gone as far as it can go and that 
out of monopoly must arise a new social 
type expressive of universal co-opera¬ 
tion. 

Educational measures are only of 
value as they enable men and women to 
cut loose from, old parties that are the 
natural products of the system against 
which we are contending. 

To ignore these facts, to attempt to 
educate the community in social and po¬ 
litical economy, to teach them the ab¬ 
struse principles of sociology and then 
debar them an appropriate political in¬ 
strument with which to carry their 
knowledge into effect, is worse than 
folly; it borders on the absurd. 

Mother, may I go out to swim 7 
Yea. my darling daughter: 

Hang your clothes on a hickory limb. 

But don't go near the water. 

Suggests the mental attitude of those 
who are seeking radical changes, but 
turn their backs on the only party that 
can effect them. 

We cannot put back the hands upon 
the dial of progress; we cannot put men 
back into the arborial dwellings of pri¬ 
mitive savagery; we cannot go back 
from the trust into the cruel, wasteful 
competition of 1850. We can never re¬ 
turn to the past, neither can we use the 
instruments that belong to the past, but 
we can direct present tendencies for 
good or for evil in the future. We can 
steer the ship of state into the harbor 
of happiness, or we can wreck it upon 

I Continued on Page 4) 
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A FEW WORDS TO THE CROWD 

I Jo you think an injustice would be 
done to anyone if every child born into 
the world was born with free access to 
tools and machinery, just as it is born 
free to sunshine and air? 

Do you think that a child could grow 
and develop into manhood and become 
a useful factor in what we call the so¬ 
cial organism, without land, and air, and 
water, and sunshine? 

Do you think society would be de- 
stroyed if every human being was well 
housed, well clothed, well fed and well 
educated? 

Do you think it would be wrong for 
all men to be engaged in some useful 
manual or mental work, instead of, as 
now, having one class hopelessly toiling 
for small wages and another reaping 
profits from their toil? 

Do you think it would be just and 
humane for any man or set of men to 
bottle up the sunshine, so that your 
child \vould be denied its vitalizing, life- 
giving rays? 

Do you not think, since our complex 
civilization which is the result of indus¬ 
trial and economic evolution, makes 
necessary to the human being some¬ 
thing more than land, air, water and 
sunshine, that it would be unjust to 
leave your child to grow and live on 
dirt and wind? 

Did you never think of it: land and 
all the bounty of nature (which no man 
made) is the natural inheritance of all 
men born; that is, people can’t live with¬ 
out land; fhe supply of it is equal to the 
wants of the humrn race; this natural 
inheritance has been made property that 
only a few can enjoy and law and cus¬ 
tom have forced the masses to become 
the tenants and slaves of a land-owning 
class? 

Do you think it is right for your child 
to he made the slave of a class by be¬ 
ing compelled to pay for the occupancy 
and use of resources of nature which be¬ 
long to it as a- natural right and endow¬ 
ment? 

And then, did it ever occur to you 
that as nature by her bountiful provision 
has insured the whole race in the neces¬ 
sary material resources of life, so man¬ 
kind in all the past ages of work and 
progress and civilization has insured to 
the living the social means of making 
life healthful, hopeful and happy; that 
is, civilization has not been accomplish¬ 
ed and is not sustained by an individual, 
but by society as a whole? In other 
words: Did you ever think that civiliza¬ 
tion was made by the crowd, that prog¬ 
ress is sustained by the crowd, and that 
the struggle to live has through all ages 
been a struggle of the crowd to assert 
its rights over privilege and the so-called 
“great?” And have you noticed that the 
“great” and the privileged have all along 
been compelled to give way to the 
crowd? All over the world the people— 
that is the crowd—are coming to see the 
injustice of private property in the es¬ 
sential means of life, which are land and 
capital, and all over the world the crowd 
is getting a conception of life and a bet¬ 
ter understanding of the rights of those 
who make civilization, yjz.: the workers, 
the producers, those engaged in socially 
useful work, whether manual or mental. 
Early in the new century the crowd all 
over the world will determine that the 
private ownership of land and capital by 
a class, coupled with the right to appro¬ 
priate in the form of rent, interest, prof¬ 
its and taxes the surplus values of social 
work over and above a bare living pit¬ 
tance in the shape of wages which the 
workers now receive, must stop, and 
struggling humanity be given a chance 
to enjoy, without the burden of useless 
classes, the full fruits Of their weary, 
age-long march in the chain-gang of 
ol< j_‘ imc ' or d and modem capitalist. 

The crowd has made civilization and 
the crowd maintains it. The crowd has 
created all wealth and a class owns it. 
The crowd has increased the facilities of 
production and transformed its primi¬ 
tive and individual tools into mammoth 
social machines, but the machines, the 
modem tools, are owned by the capital¬ 
ist class and used by that class to hold 
the mastery over society at large. 

No individual, you have heard it said, 
cveT made a million, dollars; and no in¬ 
dividual ever made the modem tools of 
production. The Changes which have 
come in industry during the present cen¬ 
tury are not the results of individual ef¬ 


fort but rather of social exertion; they 
are the results of the social exertion of 
the crowd.' These changes cannot be 
traced to any reform or to the failure of 
reform; they are the necessary conse¬ 
quences of social evolution; "and the 
crowd in every civilized country has 
contributed to the general result. ’ 

The world is now face to face with 
the need of a new system to fit and to 
serve these new conditions. The new 
system will as certainly be Socialism as 
the present capitalistic production is. the 
successor of feudalism. And just as the 
great economic changes came not bv the 
single effort of individuals or the opera¬ 
tion of any mere reform, but as the joint 
product and result of the exertions of 
the crowd and the necessity for the or¬ 
ganization of production to supply so¬ 
cial needs, so Socialism will come as a 
necessary successor to capitalism to in¬ 
sure to the crowd the blessings of a 
larger life, a grander tijberty and the 
catching inot the pursuit) of happiness. 

Are you for a class or the crowd? 

SOCIALISTS MAKE HISTORY 

While the great majority of.American 
capitalistic newspapers have either ig¬ 
nored altogether or attempted to belittle 
and ridicule the important role enacted 
hv the Socialists of France in the ex¬ 
traordinary drama through which that 
country is passing, and this has been 
done for the very obvious purpose of 
minimizing the effects and deceiving the 
people as to the Socialist propaganda 
and growth in this country, the one 
great and undeniable fact of the hour is 
that the Socialist deputies in the French 
chamber saved the present government 
from disaster and made it possible by 
their action for truth and justice to pre¬ 
vail, as the present status of the Drey¬ 
fus case indicates. This fact is histori¬ 
cal. And what the Socialists of France 
have done, their comrades tinder similar 
conditions will do in any country on the 
face of the earth. The time is" rapidly 
approaching in the United States when 
a strong Socialist party, upholding the 
banner of truth and justice for the com¬ 
mon people, may become the champion 
of progress and civilization against the 
rottenness, the intrigues, the incapacity 
and the usurpations of the capitalist 
class and its subservant politicians. 

Comrade Kautsky, of Germany, 
voices the sentiment "of Socialists when 
he says in a letter addressed to Le Pe¬ 
tite Republique: “I'take this occasion to 
express to you my profound admiration 
for the incomparably manner in which 
you have saved the honor of French 
Socialism in the Dreyfus affair. I can¬ 
not imagine a more unfortunate attitude 
for a militant class than that of neu¬ 
trality in a crisis, which stirs the whole 
nation; I cannot imagine an attitude 
more dangerous to the life of a party of 
social regeneration than for it to remain 
indifferent in a question of right, nor a 
more unpardonable mistake than for 
Socialists to remain undecisive before 
the military powers of the State. I wish 
you complete success in your noble 
work.” 

IS LABOR BETTER OFF? 


[ From Vtll'i •• Principle* of Scientific Socialism " ] 

Those who assume that labor is better 
off to-day than ever before consider but 
one side of the problem, A comparison 
of labor’s condition for. the last six cen¬ 
turies shows many ups and downs. Its 
pathway has not been one of gradual 
progress or decline. While labor to-day 
is better off than during the last half of 
the eighteenth and the first half of the 
nineteenth cepturies, it is far from re¬ 
gaining its golden age,—the fifteenth 
century. 

The question of labor’s condition 
must be viewed from two aspects, the 
absolute and the relative. Viewed from 
the absolute standpoint the laborer may 
enjoy more privileges, and those for¬ 
tunate enough to secure steady employ¬ 
ment may often have more of the neces¬ 
sities of life to-day than in years gone” 
by. But viewed from the relative stand¬ 
point—his condition as compared with 
the other classes of society—it is evident 
that there is a greater gulf to-day sepa¬ 
rating him from the classes above him 
than ever before. Even • where the la¬ 
borer receives more of the necessaries 
of life, he receives a less share of the 
product than he did in the despised Mid¬ 
dle Ages.. Labor is exploited to-day 
more than it was then! it is obliged to 
give up more of the value which it cre¬ 
ates than in those days. Can labor real¬ 
ly be said to be better off in the true 
sense when it is obliged to submit to 
greater exploitation? .Is labor gaining 
ground when its fleccings are increas¬ 
ing? If any laborer is better off to-day 
than formerly his condition is only ac¬ 
cidental and temporary. As a whole la¬ 
bor is relatively worse off, and even ab¬ 
solutely, it is not as well off as it was in 
1872. The worst condition of labor, as 
we have already noted, was at the begin¬ 
ning of the nineteenth ceptury. After 
a while its condition began to improve 
and so continued up to the sixties, but 
even then it had not relatively regained 
its status of the fifteenth century. Since 
1872 it has been on the downward grade 
both relatively and absolutely. 

Let us glance for a moment at statis¬ 
tics. In the report of the Massachusetts 
Bureau of Statistics of Labor for 1885 
the data for nine industries are, given, 
which show that the percentage of the 
net product paid as wages fell from 


598-10 per cent, in 1850 to 482-10 per 
cent, in 1880. The compilers then take 
from the United States Census the same 
data for all industries in the country and 
find that 51 per cent, of this net product 
was paid in wages in 1850 and only 
48 1-10 per cent in 1880, and say; “It 
appears that when the field is broadened 
so as to include the entire manufactur¬ 
ing industries of the country, labor’s 
share of the net product has declined 
from 51 per cent, to 48 1-10 per cent." 

A comparison of the statistics of 1890 
with those of 1880 show a still further 
decline. The statistics of 1890 show that 
labor received that year but 47.03 per 
cent, of the net product and the capital¬ 
ists 52.07 per cent. These facts show be¬ 
yond controversy that labors share in 
the product is not increasing, but the 
reverse. 

Now let us look at wages. I wish first 
to call attention to the statistics furnish¬ 
ed by the Senate Finance Committee of 
1893. The Aldrich report from this com¬ 
mittee is valueless owing to its political 
aim. The conceded partisan spirit of the 
report necessitates throwing away the 
work done by the committee's experts 
and returning to the original reports 
made by the employers. Here we find 
given (sec pages no and in) the tables 
containing wages paid in all industries 
in 1873 and 189.1. As I cannot take the 
space to insert these tables I will simply' 
give the summarized statement, which is 
that the average wages in urban indus¬ 
tries in 1873 was $2.04. and in 1891, 
$1.69. According to the Connecticut 
1 .abor Report and the Massachusetts 
' Statistics of Manufacturers.” the nom¬ 
inal rate of wages in 1894 had declined 
about 7 per cent, below the level of 1892. 
while the yearly income of laborers had 
been still further reduced by the lack of 
employment. 

So much for urban industries. Now 
let us look at mining. Here, also. I can 
give only the "summary. The returns 
give the average wages in currency in 
1873 as 82.14, and in 1891 as $1.58. The 
average in gold in 1873 as $1.90. and in 
1891 as $1.58. Since 1891 miners’ wages 
have constantly fallen. The Michigan 
Labor Report of 1894 shows a reduction 
in wages since 1890 of 20 per cent. 

There yet remains agriculture to be 
considered. Here, also, we find the same 
general decline. Comparing the Massa¬ 
chusetts Labor Report for 1872 and the 
Massachusetts statistics in the national 
reports mentioned, we find that agricul¬ 
tural wages with hoard in 1872 was 
$27.52 per month and in 1890, $18.50. 
In corroboration of this I wish to cite 
Prof. Dodge, Statistician of the Depart¬ 
ment of Agriculture, the highest author¬ 
ity on the subject, whose inquiries con¬ 
sists of nine statistical investigations, 
covering a period of 26 years, from 1866 
to 1893. His investigations show that 
the wages of regular farm labor have de¬ 
creased about 31 per cent., and those of 
transient labor about 40 per cent. Other 
statistics might he cited, but these are 
sufficient to show the tendency of labor. 

Labor, to-day, is losing its power and 
becoming more and more dependent up¬ 
on capital. Not only is this the condi¬ 
tion of labor in general, but there has 
arisen a destitute and degenerate class 
which is coustantly growing and which 
is more degraded than any people in the 
civilized nations of the past. Says Prof. 
Commons: “A new race of men is be¬ 
ing created with inherited traits of 
physical and moral degeneracy, suited 
to the new environment of the tenement 
house, the saloon, and the jail. . . . 

The great mass of workmen, when • we 
consider all their circumstances, are no 
better off than they were thirty years 
ago and many are worse off.” 

While laborers may have gained some 
few advantages from the improvement 
which they have made (and surely it 
would be strange if they were not a lit¬ 
tle benefited by all they have done) still 
the fact remains that more workingmen 
now lack the necessaries of life than ever 
before. _ _ _ 

THE FATE OF TOWN CHIEIMIKN 

Oh. the* children! Oh. the children! How 
they suffer, droop and die 
In the close and crowded cities, when the 
days ure hot and dry! 

How the and groan itnd murmur, in 

their cent* less, voiceless prayer 
For a bit of Hod's great bounty, for the bless¬ 
ing In the air! 

Rooms and houses packed and reeking hold 
the children day und night. 

Shutting off tint healthful breezes, with the 
sunshine and the light; 

Only noxious odors reach them, that can enter 
everywhere. 

All tho gases of the garbage, all the •fever- 
laden air. 

Th’erc the dark death angel fans them, watch¬ 
ing well their falling breath. 

Holds them, folds them In his arms until their 
eyes are closed In death. 

Oh. the coffins nightly filled, and oh. the 
hearses that by day 

Through the city's narrow, nasty streets are 
driven faat away! 

Breezes blowing all about them, blowing 
freshly here and there. 

All the glory of the ocean, all the sweetness 
of the air; 

But the children cannot reach them, from 
the freest blessings barred. 

And we do not -need to wonder that their lives 
are brief and hard. 

Minister of Commerce Millerand, 
Socialist, of France, has issued orders 
that all government employes be requir¬ 
ed to work but eight hours a day. While 
it is stated that the new order is only 
temporary', it is believed it will be per¬ 
manent. 


In 1888 19,000 pounds of aluminum 
were produced, valued at nearly $3.33 a 
pound. Last year 5,2ty\ooo pounds of 
that metal, valued at 33 cents a pound, 
were produced in the United States. It 
was due to improved processes of man¬ 
ufacture. 



It is a common mistake to confuse in 
meaning the words . "Socialism” and 
“communism." There are many people 
who still believe them synonymous in 
meaning, and identical in social condi¬ 
tion. 

Here are the three rules that define 
and differentiate the three stages of in¬ 
dustrial and social development: 

Competition—“From every one ac¬ 
cording to his need, and to every one 
accord.ng to his power.” 

In competition the work of the world 
is done by' those who. by reason of mis¬ 
fortune, weakness or need, are willing 
to sell their energy for the lowest figure. 

There is no question of deserving, or 
of human right, blit simply that of their 
compulsion. It is not a matter of high¬ 
ness of merit, but of lowness of wage. 

Hence they who prosper in a com¬ 
petitive system do so by availing them¬ 
selves of the need of others, and by coin¬ 
ing private wealth in the furnace of pub¬ 
lic want. 

The two significant words of competi¬ 
tion are “need" and “greed.” 

Socialism—“From every one accord¬ 
ing to his desire, and to every one ac¬ 
cording to his effort.” 

The proposition of Socialism is sim¬ 
ply to make the measure of labor per¬ 
formed the measure of reward received, 
and to give every one an equal chance to 
labor and to receive reward. 

Labor is recognized as the most es¬ 
sential factor in life, and hence its per¬ 
formance should be exacted from all 
alike. 

Socialism does not in any sense limit 
individual freedom by adopting compul¬ 
sion as a method, except in so far as it 
prevents the freedom of infringing on 
another’s rights. 

The rich, therefore, would have to pay 
the price of individual labor, and the 
poor would be enabled to do so. Labor 
would be imperative and possible to all. 

Communism—“From every one ac¬ 
cording to his abilitv, and to every one 
according to his need.” 

Communism goes a step farther than 
Socialism, and substitutes love for jus¬ 
tice. 

It appeals to the higher and better na¬ 
ture of men. and relies upon love as the 
motive, and conscience as the measure 
of work performed. 

It is’ built upon- an absolute com¬ 
munity of interest and ownership, and 
is the recognition and the realization of 
the “human family” of the race. 

Socialism is not, therefore, the fulfill¬ 
ment of an altruistic ideal, in which love 
shall reign, and all human frailty be con¬ 
doned. 

It is simply a demand for bare jus¬ 
tice; an assertion of human rights; a 
claim made for the payment of an un¬ 
paid debt. 

It is the inauguration of conditions 
that will make it possible for men to la¬ 
bor and live without being crippled bv 
industrial failure or human fraud. 

It is only' the building of the founda¬ 
tion on which shall rise the temple of 
altruistic love. 

It is common sense applied to busi¬ 
ness; justice applied to industry. 

1 walked in the woods one summer 
day. 

The sun was shining, the breeze was 
softly blowing, the water was shimmer¬ 
ing, the leaves rustling. 

On the branches birds were singing; 
in the grass crickets were chirping; on 
the fences squirrels were chattering; in 
a shady corner of a nearby field a cow 
lay chewing her cud. 

In a pool at my feet I could sec a pol- 
lywog flopping lazily in a shallow spot, 

An hour later I walked down a city 
street. 

On the sidewalk men jostled each 
other in heedless haste, each bent upon 
the achievement of some business 
scheme. 

Many faces were seamed with the 
lines of care; many backs were bent 
with burdens hard to bear; many eyes 
had traces of hopelessness and yearning 
strangely combined. 

The windows of an employment office 
were open, and - I could see that the 
room was full of applicants for the bless¬ 
ing of a job. 

In the factories on the side streets 
workingmen were toiling as the human 
appendages of throbbing machines of 
steel and wood. 

And in all the din and rush and roar 
I remembered the quiet scene in the 
woods, and said a few words I reserve 
exclusively for the woodshed and a 
.knotty stick. 

All this struggle and strain was sim- 
ply to gain what the pollywog got with¬ 
out the asking—a living! 


Have you ever thought how mean 
and poor are the demands of the Social¬ 
ist? 

He is just seeking to abolish the 
“struggle for existence,” and bring 
about conditions giving a surety of life 
to all. 

Socialism settles only the bread and 
butter question. It is but the nearest of 


a multitude of stations still ahead of m 
on the railroad of progress. 

Every beast, every reptile, every an¬ 
gleworm, already enjoys that for which 
we as Socialists are humanly strugp-lj n ~ 
—life and liberty. " 6 s 

After we have got Socialism estab¬ 
lished, there will still be an infinite 
number of reforms to secure, an infinite 
amount of development to attain. 

Let us settle this problem of existence 
first, and having assured ourselves of 
life, we can press on toward the settle¬ 
ment of its higher problems. 

Second or Exhaustive liallot 

Shall we abstain from advocating cer¬ 
tain beneficial measures the moment one 
of the old parties takes them up? For 
instance, if the democratic party is to 
take up the nationalization of railways 
and telegraphs, or the initiative and ref¬ 
erendum, or the destruction of the 
usurped power of the judiciary. All 
these things the democratic party is 
likely to do; all. these are beneficial anti 
necessary measures in the eyes of every 
Social Democrat. The important ques¬ 
tion then arises: If these measures are 
so beneficial, how dare we to oppose 
them, merely because some other partv 
is also likely to claim credit for its ad¬ 
vocacy? 

But" the true reason of the opposition, 
which is undoubtedly manifesting itself! 
is the underlying fear, that the inde¬ 
pendence of the Social Democratic 
Party might be destroyed, that it might 
be swallowed up in the democratic 
party. Far he it from me to deny the 
reality of such apprehension in the ab¬ 
stract, but in practice^ T believe, such a 
contingency is not likely to arise. The 
democratic party is so thoroughly ruled 
by capitalist and middle class interests 
that Socialists are not likely to feel 
themselves at home in their ranks, they 
will always prefer to have a party of 
their own. Of course it might be said, 
that the example of the Fabians in Eng¬ 
land, where Sydney Webb is not only 
a member of the Liberal party (which is 
equivalent to the democratic party here),: 
but even a member of their executive 
council, it might be said that this proves 
that Socialists, provided thev are willing 
to recognize the leaders of the old party, 
would be admitted and allowed to pro¬ 
pagate their views inside the party. But 
this Fabian policy of “permeation” is 
not likely to be adopted elsewhere, and 
even in England it meets with powerful 
opposition, both on the part of the So¬ 
cial Democratic Federation, the old So¬ 
cialist organization, and the Independent 
Labor Party, the new organization. 

For the present, at any rate, when the 
democratic party is so corrupt that it 
drives away even the populists (I refer 
of course to the anti-fusion wing of the 
party), what fear can there be that the 
Socialists will leave their party’ to be¬ 
come mere items of the democratic 
party? 

What the future will bring nobody 
can foresee; still, one might venture the 
prophecy’, that unless some revolution 
should occur in the democratic party, it 
will never be a suitable place for Social¬ 
ists. Socialists must have their own 
party, or if they cannot unfortunately 
agree, let them have sever ,'[ parties. Un¬ 
til the democratic party adopts Social¬ 
ism, and this cannot be said to be with¬ 
in the bounds of the possible, until then 
the democratic partv cannot be the 
party of Socialists. 

I believe that it would be a good thing 
for Socialists in America to advocate 
the second ballot. In France, Germany 
and many other countries, the second 
ballot has been found to be conducive 
to the healthy development of parties. 

I he huge disciplined parties of America 
and England owe their existence un¬ 
doubtedly to the absence of this neces¬ 
sary provision f at the ascertainment of 
the true will of the people. In England 
this is fully recognized, and all Socialist 
parties there demand .the second ballot. 
Without the second ballot I am afraid 
the democratic party will always have 
the unfair advantage of being able to 
denounce all independent radical action 
as indirect help to their more reattion- 
ary partners in the government. At 
present the democratic party argues like 
this: if you are opposed to the subjuga¬ 
tion of the Filipinos, if you are opposed 
to a huge standing army, if you are op¬ 
posed to government by injunction, and 
very soon possibly they will add, if yon 
favor government ownership of rail¬ 
ways, telegraphs and other great trusts, 
if you are in favor of direct legislation, 
if you want all these good things, you 
must vote for us, and not throw away 
your vote on your small parties, which 
can achieve nothing for the present. 
Such an argument, however, would be 
ridiculous under the system of second 
or exhaustive ballotage. 

At the first ballot all the innumerable 
parties could safely enter the political 
arena, under the second they would 
soon group themselves on the side of 
Conservatism or Radicalism, according 
to their interests. S. Reches. 

New. York. 

In 1873 miners’ average wages were 
$2.14; in 1891, $1.58. Since ’91 miners’ 
wages have gone down constantly and in 
five principal mining states do not now 
exceed 75 cents a day. And yet not long 
ago the head of a miners’ national or¬ 
ganization congratulated its members 
that they were no longer slaves but free 
men! 
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!9oticM Of Branch Meeting* Inserted for Be 


CALIFORNIA 


Branch No. 1, San Francisco. Cal., holds prop- 

*Su meetings* • very Sunday night at 8 p. m.. 
fPrCmnle. Jl* Turk St. 

*nuSne«* meeting every Tuesday At 8 p. m.. 
place. Hull No. L 

•Mfcommunications should be directed to Val- 
Britton. Secretary. 116 Turk St.. San 

^itSSiACheS^clal Democrats throughout Cal¬ 
ifornia arc Invited to correspond. 

1 vtniich No. 1. Loa Angeles, Cal., meets every 
a.Tndav evening at 8 o’clock In the room of 
S? Friday Morning Club. 330V4 South lirouci- 
2* F H. Gill. President. C. C. Ford. 623 W. 
St£‘«tre*t. Secretary. 

COLORADO. 

Colorado Branch No. 1 of the 8oclal Demo- 
Jirie Party, meets every Sunduy eve at Wood- 
Hall. 1716 California street. Denver. Colo., 
PJ" m Thos. H. Gibbs. Chairman; Mrs. Ida 
Mercer, "Secretary, 1793 Washington street. 

CONNECTICUT. 

Branch 5 (Conn.)’, New Haven, meets 1st and 
ird Tuesday In the month, at 252 Cedar St., at 
fTp, m. Secretary, Cornelius Mahoney, 165 Frank 

8L ILLINOIS. 

Meetings of Chicago Central Committee held 
regularly, second and fourth Wednesdays of 
Sb month, at Dr. J. H. Greer’s ofllce. 62 Dear- 

branch 1 ot Illinois, Chicago, meets every 
Wednesday evening. Thomas Klrwln, Secre¬ 
tary 2M Wentworth ave. 

Branch 2. Chicago. 111., Bohemian, meets 2d 
•nd 4th Saturday evenings at Nagl’s Hull, 1*36 
glu e ‘island Ave. Secretary, Vaclav Jellnek, 426 

Biunph 3. Chicago, Ill., meets 2d and 4th Mon 
aav of each month at Jos. Dundras’ place, 1080 
Wimth Place. Secretary, Frank Ort, 866 W. ISth 

gt 

Branch 4. Chicago, meets every first and third 
Monday evenings of the month at 2u9 St. Louis 
Xys. Secretary, Mrs.. Mary Horgan, 1495 Ful- 

*°Branch No. 6 Illinois meets 2nd and 4tli Sun¬ 
days of each month at Frank Lang's. 117 W. 
Sth •treet. corner Jefferson street. Secretary. 
Paul-Chlapecka, 47 Ruble St. 

Branch 6 (German), Chicago, meets every 
first and third Saturday evening at 8 o’clock at 
vagi'* Hall, 635 Blue Island avenue, near 18th 
street. Emil Tilly. 639 VV. 21at street. 

Branch 9, Chicago, meets at Lundqulst Hall, 
corner «l*t and Morgan streets, every first and 
third Thursday. 8. L. Weatlne. Sec y. 6243 Can- 
ter Ave. INDIANA. 

Branch No. 6. Indiana, meets first Snturday 
•venlng and 3rd Sunday afternoon of each 
month ot Relchweln’a Hall, corner Market 
and Noble etreets, Indianapolis. 

MARYLAND. 

Branch No. 1, Maryland, meets every Sunday 
at 8 p. m.. at Carpenter’s Hull, 606 E. Baltimore 
street. Public invited. 

Branch No. 2, Baltimore, Md., meets every 
Monday at 8 p. m.. at 811 W. German St. Secre¬ 
tary, Frank Mareck. 1408 N. Gay St. 

MASSAC IILHETT8. 

Branch S, Holyoke, Mass., meets second and 
fourth Monday of each month at Springdale 
Turner Hall. Organizer. H. Schlichtlng. 30 
James street. 

Branch 5. Lynn. Maaa.r permanent headquar¬ 
ters 33 Summer St., near Market St., business 
meeting every Monday night at 7:30 p. m. Open 
bouae. Public Invited. E. W. Tlmaon, 23 Albany 
BL. Fin. Sec.-Treaa. 
street, 8t. Louta. 

Branch No. 8. Brockton, meets the 1st and 
Ird Tuesday of each month for business. In Cut¬ 
ter’s Hall, Clarks Block. Cor. Main and Center 
streets. Secretary, Frank 8. Walah, No. 332 W. 
Blm, street. _ 

Branch 15. Massachusetts— East Boston- 
meets every Monday at 8 p. m. at 99 Chelsea at. 
A. L. Sweeney, 191 Webster at.. Sec. 

Branch 81. Chelsea. Mass., meets evsry 
Thursday at I p. m.. room 2, postoffice build¬ 
ing. Chelsea. Alfred B. Outram. sec.. 72 Aah 

^The Massachusetts State Committee meets the 
first Saturday of each month at 7S4 Washing¬ 
ton 8t., Boston. All dues and moneys Intended 
for the State Committee should be sent to the 
financial secretary, A. McDonald. 104 Weet 
Springfield SL, Boston. All other correspond¬ 
ence should be addressed to the corresponding 
secretary. Margaret Halle, i Glenwood St., Rox- 
bury. 

MINN KNOTA 

Branch 1. Red Lake Falls. Minn., meets ev¬ 
ery other Sunday In real estate office of Fred 
Gessweln. on Main street. Wm. H. Randall, 

- MISSOURI. 

8t Louis headquarters—Room 7, 22 No. 

Fourth 8L Address all communications to 
E. Val. Putnam. Secretary. For Information 
concerning ward branches Inquire at the above 
address. 

Bl. Louis Central Branch, composed of all 
members In the city, meets every 3rd Sunday 
afternoon. 2:30 p. m., at Aschenbroedel Hall. 
604 Market St. Lecture and general discus¬ 
sion at every meeting. Public Invited. 

Branch 7. Missouri, meets every Tuesday at 
8 p. m. at 1300 Union ave., Kansas City. G. J. 
Storz. 1330 W. 9th street. Sec. 


vecreLaryT* nter ,tr " t - • P- “• John Kotpfer. 

Milwaukee Central Committee of the Social 
toMImll!. V 1 . of America meeta on tha 
v- t 2S°!l <1 * r * mch month at I p. m. aharp at 
No. SIS Kaat Water atrect. Eugene H. Rooney, 
Secretary; John Doerfler, Treasurer. 


NEW YORK. 

Branch 10 (4 Ass’n Dlst., N. Y.), meets ev¬ 
ery 1st and 3rd Wednesday of- the month, at 
the rooms of The Y’olce of Labor, 107 Henry 
BL Jacob Panken. 141 E. Broadway. Org. 

East Side Branch. No. 1, New York, meets 
every 1st and 3td Thursday at 112 Clinton at. 
Secretary, A. Guyer, 163 Suffolk st. 

Branch 3. New York (24th Assembly District) 
meets every 2nd and 4th Monday of the month 
at 334 E. 64th at. L. Funcke. 239 E. 68th at.. 
Bee. 

Branch No. 10 (4th Aas. Diet.) New York, 
meets every second and fourth Friday of each 
month at the Club Rooms of the “Voice of La- 
bor.’’ at 107 Henry street. Nlcbolaa Rosenauer, 
Secretary. 231 Madlaon street. 

Branch 12. Brooklyn. N. Y. Headquarter* 
Social Democratic Party. 251 Rutledge street, 
meets every 3d Thursday at 1:16 sharp. All 
persona Interested in socialism and the Social 
Democratic Party are Invited to attend these 
meetings and co-operate with us In organizing 
local branches in every district In the city. 
Wm. Butscher. 251 Rutledge St., Secretary. 

Branch No. 20. New York (28 Assembly Dis¬ 
trict) meets 1st and Ird Thursdays of each 
month at Faulhaber’a Hall, 1561 Second ave¬ 
nue. New York City. Secretary, R. Hoppe. 22* 
E. 80th street. 

The City Central Agitation Committee of 
Greater New York and vlclnltjr.ra*ets second 
and fourth Saturdays of each month at 107 For¬ 
syth street. In the Social Democratic League 
rooms. Alex. Kahn. 118 Broome 8L, secretary. 

OHIO. 

Branch No. 2. Ohio. Cleveland, meets In Ohl- 
•en’s Hall, 65 York street, second and fourth 
Sundays, at 3 p. m. Lectures, discussions, bus¬ 
iness meeting, first and third Fridays at I 
p. m. 

Golden Rule Branch, No. 4. Cincinnati. Ohio, 
meets at Richelieu Hall, southeast corner Ninth 
end Plum Sts., first and third Mondays In each 
month, at 8 p. m. Lectures and discussions. 
Public Invited. -Secretary, Chas. D. Llr-f.ley, 938 
W Ninth St. .. 

Branch 8. Cincinnati, meets every JM 
Saturday. In Workingmen’s Hall. 1311 Walnut 
8t. Secretary, J. L. Fran*. 1314 Walnut St. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Branch 2, Erie, Pa., meeta every Sunday aft¬ 
ernoon at k. of L. Hall. 716 Stats street, chair¬ 
man. Chas. Heydrick; secretary. Geo. B. Laird. 
05 W. 5th street. 

Brancti No. 4. Pltubuty. Pa-. 

Thursday evening at <:30 p. m.. Funk Hall. 
South 24th and Josephine sts. Presjdent. JJ* 
Bohn. 244 Addison st. Secretary, J. H. Lewis. 

Branch*No. 5 (Jewish) of Pennsylvania meets 
every Friday at 614 South Third street. Phila¬ 
delphia. at 7:30. Discussion from I to ». J. 
Gearson. Secretary. 

WISCONSIN. 

Branch No. 1. Milwaukee, meet, .*e| 7 . *00000 
end fourth Thursday evening of the month at tne 
Ethical Society Building. 668 Jefferson »L V s- 
*tors always welcome. Howard Tuttle, chair¬ 
man; Eugene H. Rooney, secretary. 

Branch No. 2. Milwaukee, meets every second 
and fourth Saturday in Geatke’s Hall, corner 
Green Bay and Concordia ave. 

Branch 3, Sheboygan. WIs., meets every fourth 
Thursday of the month at Gustav Burgard ■ 
Hall on Pennsylvania avenue. R. Schoen, S. 

ttth street, secretary-treasurer._ 

Branch No. 4. Milwaukee, mjstoeveryflrst and 
third Friday each month at Mueller s Hall cor- 

«r Twenty-third Brown •irMtA Otoor*. 

■oerechel. Secretory. 77S Twenty-fifth etreet 

Branch », Mllw»uke«. meets every fourth FH- 
tay of the month st-R. Slgal • Hall, B. E. COT- 
Mr Orchard atraat and »th arenua Secretary. 
PrwJ BrockhauMD, 70 Wlndlake avenue. 

Branch No. 11 . Milwaukee. Wla. meat, tha 
•wood Wednesday of each month at the offloe 
•f the Wisconsin ' Vorwarta." *U Btau BU 

Branch u, Milwaukee, meeta every Bret and 
BW Thursday of ea ch month at Peierleua 


New Brandies 

The State of Maine has heard of the 
new party of industrial emancipation 
and given it an endorsement with a new 
branch at Skowhegan. Another branch 
was organized at Newark, N. J., during 
{he week. O yes, we’re getting on fine! 
There are great things coming our way. 
Watch and listen! 

St. Louis' Big Meeting 

Comrade .Eugene V. Debs will speak 
at Exposition Music Hall, St. Louis, 
Saturday. Sept. 9, at 8 o’clock, on 
’’Trusts, the Middle Class and the Wage 
Workers.” Great preparations are being 
made, in which all the union organiza¬ 
tions in the city co-operate, for an unu¬ 
sual demonstration. 

Chicago Socialists 

Tickets for the first annual picnic of 
the Social Democratic Party at Berg¬ 
man's, Grove, September 17, may be had 
from Seymour Stedman, Merchants ' 
Building, Washington and LaSalle 
streets, or Dr. J. 11 . Greer, 52 Dearborn 
street. Members of branches are re¬ 
quested, without further notice, to cal! 
tor tickets and push the sale vigorously 
during the next two weeks. See an¬ 
nouncement on fourth page. 

For Organization 

A meeting will be held at E. T. Ne- 
ben’s, 52 Wescott street, East Orange, 
N. J., on Saturday, September 16, 1899, 
at 8 o’clock, for the purpose of organiz¬ 
ing a branch of the Social Democratic 
Party of America. All who believe in 
and advocate the principles of Socialism 
should be on hand to take an active part 
in the great battle for the emancipation 
of the wealth producers. Nothing can 
be accomplished without organization. 
Bear in mind the time and place. 

Newark, N. J. 

The following is the Essex county 
ticket the local branches of the Social 
Democratic Party have nominated for 
the coming fall campaign: For sheriff, 
Marx B. Schriebcr; for surrogate, Au¬ 
gust Melzer; for state senator, Samuel 
Herman. 

Also the following eleven as members 
of the general assembly: Edward C. 
Wind, George H. Strobell, Frocligh B. 
Ely, Samuel N. Rubin, Joseph Cooper- 
man, Oscar O’Lierfelder, Bernard Gil¬ 
man, David Bergstein, John Hartwig, 
Hcnrv Trick and Adam Kohl. 

New York City 

The Social Democratic Party is 
pledged in its platform to aid in indus¬ 
trial struggles, even when such strug¬ 
gles do not reach to the magnitude of 
the Socialist class conflict, but assume 
the form of strikes and boycotts, the 
only weapons in the hands of the work¬ 
ers when elections are not at hand. We, 
therefore, call upon all members of, and 
sympathizers with this party, to assist 
Typographical Union No. 6 in its pres¬ 
ent strike against the avaricious and un¬ 
principled attempt upon the part of the 
New York Sun, morning and evening, 
to dispense with the employment of or¬ 
ganized labor in its chapel. 

Geo. Finger, Organizer. 

Comrade James Allman will speak in 
St. Alovsius' Hall, on Meadow street, 
under the auspices of Branch 3, Sunday 
afternoon, Sept. 3. A large attendance 
is expected. 

Bran-h 3 and the Educational Club 
have sent $35 to the Idaho striking min¬ 
ers’ fund. 

New Hampshire 

Through some oversight the official 
report of the late convention held in 
Exeter, N. H., to perfect a state organ¬ 
ization of S. D. P. did not come to hand. 
Attention is now called to the following 
timely and pertinent resolution intro¬ 
duced by Comrade S. F. Claflin, state 
organizer. It was passed by a unan¬ 
imous rising vote: 

“Resolved, that we, as delegates form¬ 
ing the state convention of the S. D. P. 
of New Hampshire, hereby desire to ex¬ 
press our unqualified approval of the 
continuous and disinterested work of 
Comrade F. G. R. Gordon, of Manches¬ 
ter, in the cause of Socialism, and we 
herewith extend the hearty thanks of 
the convention to our comrade for the 
same.” 

We also add that Comrade Gordon 
was not present, as business engage¬ 
ments prevented his attending. 

Hie S. D. P. in Exeter formally open 
their campaign in Exeter in the last 
week in August. The party in the state 
does not mean to cease continuous work 
until after the next state election, which 
comes in 1900. 

The w a r m weather of summer seems 
to have a depressing effect upon Social 


Democrats up here among the hills of 
old New Hampshire. This should not 
be so, however. To do our part in the 
work to overthrow private capitalism we 
must keep up the agitation continually, 
hot or cold, rain or shine. 

It would be helpful to have sugges¬ 
tions offered through The Herald in re¬ 
gard to carrying on the most effective 
propaganda work. We have many So 
cialists in this state able to write strong 
articles, which would give tone to the 
Socialist sentiment in the state and no 
doubr add strength to the general move¬ 
ment. 

May the comrades of the old Granite 
state he heard from. Somers worth. 

A Growing Youngster 

The newly organized branch in the 
two southern wards of Brockton is fast 
getting into w.orking shape. We have 
at this writing 35 good, active members, 
have secured very fine headquarters in 
1 )ahlborg’s Block in the center of the 
South wards, and arc conducting open- 
air meetings in different parts of our 
district. We are also to take part in the 
Labor Day picnic, with Branch 9 and 
the Central Labor unions. The follow¬ 
ing are the officers: Chairman. Jabez 
Taber: vice-chairman, J. E. Muerling: 
recording secretary, John Dorgan: 
financial secretary and treasurer, Wal¬ 
lace T. West; executive committee, 
Chas. A. Norling, J. E. Mearling, Jabez 
[ Taber, lolm Dorgan and Wallace T. 
West 

You will hear from the youngster 
pretty soon, when he gets into .fighting 
trim. John Dorgan. Rec. Sec. 

Milwaukee Notes 

The local Social Democrats held their 
annual basket picnic at Schneider s 
park, and a very pleasant, harmonious 
day was spent. ■ There were between 
three and lour hundred people present, 
counting the children, and the picnic 
was a financial as well as an artistic suc¬ 
cess. During the afternoon there were 
games, dancing in the pavilion and vo¬ 
cal music by the Socialist Mannerchor. 
T tie games were in charge of Comrades 
Meister and Seidel, who acquitted them¬ 
selves with rare ability. 

Comrade Berger has nearly completed 
the installments of "Merrie England” in 
German in his paper, Vorwaerts. It is 
his intention to publish the entire trans¬ 
lation in hook form for propaganda 
work among German speaking people. 
The book will be more than a transla¬ 
tion, for while the style and arrangement 
has been adhered to, the tables and illus¬ 
trations have been taken from sources 
better suited to German readers. The 
book yvill be sent to press as soon as 
enough orders to warrant the undertak¬ 
ing are received. 

Comrades Ladoff and Heath, who 
have been busy all winter and spring on 
a translation of Karl Kautsky's “Eco¬ 
nomic Theories of Karl Marx,” have 
completed their labors and have sent a 
copy of the translation to Comrade 
Kautsky, at his request, he having 
agreed to write a special preface for the 
American edition. It is expected that 
the volume will appear in the market 
early in the fall. 

John S. Crosby, the single tax apostle, 
spoke in this city recently on “The Mis¬ 
sion of Henry George.” Some of our 
comrades rather stumped him with their 
questions, but he answered them in 
good part. Comrade Rooney asked him 
if profit was right, and that question, 
usually embarrassing to the single taxer, 
brought out a rather confusing reply to 
the effect that “all who labored profited 
by flieir exertions.” A very evasive re¬ 
ply, surely. The boys tried to pin him 
down as to machinery being as necessary 
as land and even more so, but he slipped 
through the trap by assuring them that 
“the single tax would reach all the evils 
there were,” an answer that did not an¬ 
swer at all. Mr. Crosby spoke very 
kindly of the Socialists and even wanted 
his hearers to believe that Socialism and 
single tax were the same thing under 
different names! 

The comrades in the Eighth Assem¬ 
bly District of Greater New York have 
nominated Max Paine for assemblyman 
and Dr. Charles Rayevskvjor alderman. 
A clean and uncompromising canvass 
ion their part will give the party a strong 
footing in the district. 

A correspondent who says he was as¬ 
tonished to s e an article in The Herald 
“against the golden rule/’ is entirely 
mistaken. What he did see was an arti¬ 
cle declaring the golden rule to be a fail¬ 
ure up to date and impracticable “under 
the capitalist system of production." 
which is true. 

PROPAGANDA FUND. 

Appeal tn ReaHon.Kan***.$ 1.00 

Knff«n» V. Dsba.Indiana.50 

F. W. .Colorado.10 

Jac. Bolbsrt...v..N*w York.15 

IksBolWt. 44 “ j . .. 10 

H*rnPt R'wn... “ “ .10 

Jowph Pillar. 44 “ 10 

Beniamin BolWt. 44 44 . 

L PeAhrow. 44 44 10 

44 John Conway”. *' 44 •** 

Nic Schwinn....Wlaoonrin. 100 

Branch No. 3.Cleveland, O..^ 

Total ....f 4 33 


THE HERALD foes to preea one day earlier 
this week to enable n« to reach San Franclaco and 
New York friends with handle orders on Saturday. 
Hereafter all subscribers will receive the paper at 
least one day earlier la the week than has been 


THE BROCKTON CAMPAIGN 

Th« Bays Will Be Satisfied This Year WHh a Socialist 
Mayor and « Socialist Majority in 
the Council 

Members of the Social Democratic 
Party in Brockton are beginning a very 
active campaign and one which they 
have good reasons to believe will land 
several oi their candidates in the seats 
in the Massachusetts legislature and in 
the local city hall, for which they will be 
aimed. The campaign has already open¬ 
ed and opened in promising style. Can¬ 
didates have been nominated in the 
three representative districts in the city 
and the workers in the party, which is 
akin to a mention of every member of 
the two branches, are letting nothing i 
prevent them from saying all the good j 
things they can about their principles I 
and the candidates which represent 
them. 

I he Social Democrats of Brockton j 
numbered eight a year ago when Brandt 
9 was organized. That branch now lias 
a membership approaching 400 and the 
Campellq branch, which was organized 
a few weeks ago, lias about 50 on its 
rolls. 1 here is a very large following in 
the city not included in the membership 
of either branch. The campaign which 
lias been carried on ever since the or¬ 
ganization of Branch 9 some over a year 
ago has resulted in the conversion of 
hundreds anti in setting as many more 
to thinking in the line which is sure to 
land among the avowed Socialists in 
time to make votes this fall. 

1 here is every reason to believe that 
the Social Democrats will poll 1,600 or 
more votes at the coming state election 
ami that an additional Soo votes will be 
gathered at the time'of the city election. 
This means that the city is likely to have 
Socialistic representation in the legisla¬ 
ture and enough representatives in city 
hall to keep the two old parties guessing 
during the year to follow. The Social¬ 
ists say they will be satisfied this fall to 
have a Socialist mayor and a Socialistic 
majority in the city council. Another 
year, if they continue to grow as they 
have in the past, there will be none hut 
Socialists on guard in city affairs and 
none other in the Brockton quota in the 
state house. 

The candidates for representatives to 
the legislature have been nominated at 
mass caucusscs held at the party head¬ 
quarters in Harison’s building on Rail¬ 
road avenue, with tiie exception of the 
candidate in the 9th district, which was 
nominated by the Campello branch, that 
division of the party taking into mem¬ 
bership Socialists living in wards 3 and 
4. which constitute that district. 

At these mass caucuses the Socialists 
have shown the old parties how to con¬ 
duct mass caucuses with purity. There 
have been no “cut and dried schemes” 
at these caucuses. The candidates have 
been nominated from the floor and no 
one has known or had reason to he cer¬ 
tain before the caucuses who the nom¬ 
inee would be. They have been men 
nominated for principles not for policy 
and. when electe.d to the positions for 
which they are candidates, will be the 
right sort of men to work in the interest 
of Socialism. 

The first district to make a nomina¬ 
tion ior representative was the 11th, 
composed of wards 6 and 7. Elihu R. 
Perry, a man universally respected, a 
man with a good labor record as secre¬ 
tary of several organized labor organ¬ 
izations, a man of good education and 
worthy of every confidence of his com¬ 
panions, is the nominee. He has served 
as councilman in years past and has a 
clean record in whatever work he lias 
engaged. 

The second mass caucus was in the 
lotli district, and placed in nomination 
Carleton S. Beals and Chandler Ross, it 
is the “double district” of the city, being 
composed of wards I, 2 and 5. Mr. Beals 
was one of the charter members of 
Branch 9. He is a shoemaker, has serv¬ 
ed as councilman two terms and at one 
time ran for mayor on a workingmen’s 
ticket. He received 1412 votes. He is 
a member of the Social Democratic 
hand and first lieutenant of the Social 
Democratic Bicycle club. 

Chandler Ross has been a resident of 
this city 45 years, but is a native of 
Maine. He was a greenbacker in But¬ 
ler's time and has followed along that 
line ever since. He was a candidate for 
the greenbackers for representative, liv- 
| ing at that time in the neighboring 
j town of Stoughton, He catnc very near¬ 
ly being elected.' He is a shoemaker and 
a good worker for Socialism. 

Soldiers aud Socialism 

Those who watch the progress of the 
International Social Democracy closely, 
can discern a change gradually taking 
place in the tactics of our party. 

In spite of the oft repeated warning 
of many really prominent Socialists, 
that we should not participate in a bour¬ 
geois government except to oppose and 
finally destroy it. Comrade Millerand 
occupies a seat in the French Cabinet, 
and not only is he supported by a large 
section of the French Socialist move¬ 
ment, but Kautsky and other represen¬ 
tative German Socialists fully endorse 
his action. 

The French Socialist movement can 
no longer be called a cult of doctrinaires 
or a party of dreamers. The brilliant 
maneuvers of our French comrades 


by which they defied the public 
opinion of the hour in a just 
cause, prove them to be statesmen of no 
mean ability. The grand campaign they 
waged against militarism and imperial¬ 
ism has made Socialism and the safety 
of the republic companion ideas in the 
minds of a large section of the French 
people. 

The opportunity came. Our French 
comrades grasped it. No power can 
now withstand the onward march of the 
French proletariat to the conquest of 
the public powers. 

A similar situation confronts us in 
America. The Philippine war is a factor 
in American politics. Military pageants 
and accounts of glorious victories are 
being used to accustom our people to 
militarism and a large standing army. 

Shall we he silent on these matters 
and keep aloof from American affairs, 
or shall we throw ourselves into the 
struggle, defy public opinion, tell the 
truth as we see it and trust to the future 
for our vindication? 

Arthur R. Andre. 

Trite* National Great!news 

Many of the eminent ones seem to 
think that a nation with a big acreage, 
:: big fleet, a big trade, and a big army 
is a great nation. I say it is no more 
a great nation than a big bully is a great 
man. I sav that a nation may have all 
i those things and not possess a single 
element of greatness. The greatness of 
a nation consists surely in the greatness 
of. its people; tile greatness of a people 
consists as surely in their great good¬ 
ness, nobility and genius. That is my 
theory. I cannot imagine greatness 
without justice, sincerity and purity. I 
cannot admit that we are a great natiort; 
because we are not noble, nor pure, nor 
just, nor sincere. 

1 cannot imagine a great nation with 
crowds of unemployed, with crowds of 
sweated slaves, with crowds of paupers 
and thieves, with miles and miles of 
slums, with fearful prevalence of igno¬ 
rance, of brutality, of vice, of gambling, 
drunkenness, roguery and licentious¬ 
ness, I cannot- imagine a great nation 
with thirty thousand prostitutes in the 
streets of its capital. I cannot imagine 
a great nation which breeds hordes of 
roues, harlots, tramps and hypocrites; 
which allows the spread of its greatness 
to be heralded by an advance guard of 
political sharpers and bloodthirsty fili¬ 
busters. Perhaps I’m a fool, as so many 
clever people have said so; but 1 cannot 
call our nation great. It is not great— 
to me. It is. to me, a base, barbarous 
and unspeakably vulgar nation, with only 
just enough leaven of honesty and vir¬ 
tue in it to keep it from moral decay.— 
R. Blatchford. 

A Nut to Crack 

The trust movement in England has 
reached great proportions. Some of the 
commodities which are controlled by 
English trusts are gunpowder, iron bed¬ 
steads, steel tubes, dynamite, salt, tin 
plate, rails and coal, while the transpor¬ 
tation rates on all English products are 
controlled by railroad and shipping 
trusts. Not only is this the case, but it 
is also true that there are great corpora¬ 
tions which monopolize many of the 
necessaries of fife, yet England is a free 
trade country with no protective tariff 
at which to point the finger of scorn! 
Perhaps our democratic contemporaries 
will explain why it is that trusts wax fat 
and jolly in England also.—Haverhiii 
(Mass.) Gazette. 

A Word From Debs 

Chattanooga Enquirer: The following 
characteristic letter from that most able 
[deader for a better system, Eugene V. 
Debs, is brief but to the point: 

Terre Haute, Ind., Aug. 17. 
My Dear Rogers: 

Warner’s "manifesto” is a curiosity. 
Chattanooga should be proud of it and 
him. 

Are your working slaves beginning to 
see, or are they totally blind? Socialism! 
Socialism! 1 Socialism! 1 1 

Always vours, 

’ E. V. Debs 

• 

Lumbermen are attracted to the 
Philippines by the* wealth of timber on 
the islands, says a Manila correspondent 
of the Chicago Tribune. The two 
things needed are railroads and reliable 
labor. These secured and it is perfectly 
safe to say the lumbermen will go in and 
strip the Philippines in short order, just 
as they have done in the Northwest. 

BRANCH SUPPLIES 

Charters..#2.00 

Membership Cards (per IOOI. 1.00 

Membership Applications (IOO). .25 

Send orders with cash to Theodore 
Debs, 120 Washington St., Chicago. 
No supplies sent on credit. 

The Herald in Bundles 

25 copies.$ .20 

50 copies •.35 

roo copies.65 

200 copies. 1.20 

It must be understood that this offer 
is for bundle orders mailed to one ad¬ 
dress only. Send orders to 

THEODORE DEBS,. 

126 Washington St., Chicago. 
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ONE DAY'S OUTING AND A JOLLY TIME 


somebody else than yourself, or your 
party will win the laurels that the fully 
instituted co-operative commonwealth 
will bestow upon its heroes. The task 
before us is worth the energy of millions 
and the reward large enough for all. 

A word of warning—as we approach a 
measure of success there will come 
among us a division of opinion regard¬ 
ing party actions. There are those still 
among us who regard a violent revolu¬ 
tion of the workers against the existing 
order imperative. These will disregard 
all half way measures and insist upon 
the growth-only of strict party lines and 
party machinery. They have before 
their mind’s eye the solidarity of the 
German legions. 

The opposition have their eyes fixed 
upon the material gains made by our 
comrades in England and France, where 
the government responds more quickly 
to public opinion. To this class comes 
direct legislation as a lever to uplift pub¬ 
lic sentiment, a help Jo intelligent propa¬ 
ganda, a means of. securing each year 
what has been gained. In the one place 
perhaps war; in the other, each victory 
prepares the way for another without 
any great strain. Each apple is plucked 
by careful hands as it is ripe. 

Direct legislation is a weapon in the 
hands of the wage-earner. No other 
class wants it. 

The battle for it will be coeval with 
the battle for Socialism. When the last 
jealously guarded power is taken from 
the hands that have wielded it for class 
or personal ends, and transferred to the 
people, the Co-operative Commonwealth 
will be at hand. 

In my platform D. L. is. the next 
clause after the demand for the national 
Co-operative Commonwealth, for by it 
all the others can be obtained. 

There may be some victories gained 
for this measure here and there but di¬ 
rect legislation is Socialism, means So¬ 
cialism to this country, and needs a So¬ 
cialist party to triumph nationally. 

Newark,' N. J. G. H. Strobell. 


the Metropolis of New York nearly ev¬ 
ery prominent democratic politician is a 
wealthy man and many of them are pe¬ 
cuniarily related to the trusts. I pre¬ 
sume it is the same in other cities. 

(Concluded next week.) 

The Formative Time 

Every sound instinct of national pre¬ 
servation and patriotism demands for 
the masses of the people, a fuller educa¬ 
tion, to train them to meet political, so¬ 
cial and industrial conditions that are 
becoming more complex. The masses 
must be bettei; educated, their views of 
life enlarged, and their knowledge of the 
needs of the hour increased, for the fu¬ 
ture welfare of this country depends 
upon the economic education of its peo¬ 
ple, and what is most needed, is mental 
food along economic lines as well as 
physical food. 

It goes without saying that the future 
welfare of a country depends upon the 
economic education of its people. 

Give an intelligent people an insight 
into Socialism and the time .to gratify 
it, and you place them t where "knowl¬ 
edge becomes power.” 

They will be ruled in their conduct 
upon all private and public affairs, by 
scientific economy applied upon lines of 
human justice. 

The interest in Socialism is now ap¬ 
parent and all over the world signs of 
this interest are being rapidly multi¬ 
plied. 

The movement appeals particularly as 
an educational measure associated with 
an altruistic point of view. 

There is no doubt that Socialism is 
destined to kindle an intellectual torch 
which shall illuminate every hearth 
stone it once penetrates, and to the man 
or woman who takes it, it gives a great 
hope, for it elevates their understanding 
to a higher plane, and it broadens out 
the horizon of their vision. 

To the farmers, the news of the great 
Socialist movement of the world must 
come by reading, and they can give it 
more thought and reflection than the 
men employed in large industrial cen¬ 
ters. not being subjected to the same 
distractions. 

For the encouragement of those who 
are generously seeking the ushering in 
of a new life, it may be said that the 
good they are doing is far reaching, and 
will live after they have passed away. 

P. P. Ayer. 

Evolution or.Revolution 

1 can’t understand the various articles 
which have appeared in The Herald op¬ 
posing direct legislation by the people 
through the initiative and referendum. 
Like the harangues of the French gen¬ 
erals at the Dreyfus trial they are asser¬ 
tion and invective, not testimony. 

Those writing them have not really 
probed the subject, but have taken 
counsel of their fears and seized upon 
the sayings of those who would natural¬ 
ly be supposed to oppose anything that 
was in the people’s interest. 

The great strength of the movement 
is among the supporters of the 
old parties and in these it is 
a powerful educative influence. 
Eleven state democratic conven¬ 
tions -and three state republican con¬ 
ventions have declared for it. South 
Dakota has adopted it and in Oregon 
and Utah it awaits, the people’s sanction, 
having been adopted by the legislature. 
It is true that there is a party started 
last year to secure it in Ohio, the Union 
Reform Party, but its influence is small 
compared to the movement, although it 
is growing. The Socialist need not fear 
any harm from the D. L. propaganda, as 
it is making people think and thought is 
necessary for a Socialist triumph. 

I am in a position to say that not one 
of its advocates deems it otherwise than 
a means. Just as it is necessary for Bel¬ 
gian Socialists to get first the ballot for 
their fellow workers, so is it necessarv 
Tor the voters in the United States to se¬ 
cure the rights kept from them by" the 
national and the different state constitu¬ 
tions. 

Having secured these,rights we can 
enter upon a peaceful revolution and 
take advantage of each step in advance 
made by public opinion. 

Let us suppose that a band of men in 
South Dakota should draft a law em¬ 
bodying this plank of our Newark plat¬ 
form: 

“Man’s Right to Work is the very 
foundation of all morality, for without 1 
it, only the thief or beggar can live. The 
community gains so enormously by 
progress in inventions and business 
methods, and by economies of manage¬ 
ment, that the individual who suffers by 
these things can easily be taken care of 
in the industrial system. We demand, 
therefore, work for the unemployed up¬ 
on needed public improvements, five to 
eight hours per day.” 

Will any one hold that the agitation 
sure to precede a vote on it would be 
harmful to Socialism? 

Would an initiative to be voted on in 
November then abolish the contract sys¬ 
tem, keep people from voting the Social 
Democratic Party ticket, or would we 
not gain enormously by the educative 
nature of the agitation? My advice to 
the South Dakota Socialists is to initiate 
such a question every year. Begin with 
the imperative mandate and make it im¬ 
possible by abolishing the contract sys¬ 
tem for state, city or town to give awav 
franchises. 

For God’s 
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the rocks of ignorance, injustice and 
wrongdoing. 

All progress in this world has been 
either through what is called evil, or 
around evil into new conditions. Any 
other course means stagnation and 
death. 

Furthermore, the very evils against 
which we are fighting are the legitimate 
outgrowth of our development. They 
are not even the product of our desires 
and volition; they belong to a system 
of life and development. Their destruc¬ 
tion can only come through their trans¬ 
formation and that transformation is 
again to undergo the same process of 
development. 

The success and growth of the trust, 
of monopoly, has been in one respect o 
incalculable value; it has taught, the 
world that the doctrine of individual or 
private ownership is merely relative and 
ephemeral. 

It seems but yesterday that the rich 
man preached the sacredness of private 
ownership, the sanctity of the right of 
competition and reviled those who ad¬ 
vocated public or collective ownership 
of public necessities. To-day these ven 
wealthy men are parts of a system 
which is based upon collective ownership 
and which is crushing private owner¬ 
ship. 

What is the difference between a 
great trust owning all the copper mines 
of the United States and the United 
States owning them? What is the differ- 
ence between the Metropolitan Railway 
Company owning .all the railways in a 
great Metropolis and the United States 
owning them? In either case private 
ownership has vanished; but when the 
trust owns, it is the majority working 
for the minority, and when the govern- 
n)ent owns it is all working for all. In 
the one case it is imperialism—the' few 
governing the many; in the other case, 
it is Socialism, the people governing 
themselves. 

For the old democratic party to come 
forward to-day and pose as the friend 
of the people, and the declared foe of the 
trust is the most pitiable farce that it has 
yet enacted. There is scarcely a demo¬ 
cratic leader in the United States that is 
not hand in glove with his republican 
friends as a member, officer, attorney, or 
representative of the trusts. 

Mr. Croker, the leader of Tammany, 
is the head of the automobile tru. and 
is interested in a dozen others of leaser 
note. Even his son is the secretary of 
the fire proof trust, which is forced by 
Tammany upon the builders of New 
York, Philadelphia, Chicago and other 
cities. 

William Whiting, probably the ablest 
Eastern democrat, is at the head of the 
largest street car syndicate in the world, 
including the roads in New York, Phila¬ 
delphia, Chicago and other cities. He 
is supposed to represent 500 million dol¬ 
lars. Can any one suppose that Mr. 
Whiling and his numerous colleagues 
would favor the abolition of trusts? 

The late Roswell P. Flower was the 
chief of the combination which gobbled 
up nine-tenths of the railways of Brook¬ 
lyn, surface and elevated. 

Daniel Lamont, secretary of ex-Presi- 
dent Cleveland, and one of the high 
lights in democratic councils, is another 
trust maker. 

Tom Johnson,.the Ohio orator and 
reformer, cleared, it is said, more than 
$2,000,000 from his trust properties in 
Brooklyn, and on the public platform 
said that while he believed the laws were 
iniquitous that permitted men to make 
enormous fortunes, that he and any oth¬ 
er man would be a consummate fool 
who did not take advantage of them and 
make all that he could. Credit is due 
Mr. Johnson for the courage of his con¬ 
victions, but how much reform can be 
expected from him under the circum¬ 
stances? 

Senator Clark, of Montana, elected 
last year, is one of the chief owners and 
directors of the copper trust, as is the 
other greaf democratic leader of that 
state, Marcus Daily; one of whom is es¬ 
timated to be worth $25,000,000, the 
other $20,000,000. Can we look for the 
abolition of the trust from those men? 

Roger Q. Mills, the famous author of 
the Mills bill of fourteen years ago for 
the reform of the tariff, is the head of 
the Texas Oil Trust, which in the past 
twelve months has endeavored to obtain 
legislation, shutting out the Standard 
Oil Company and so giving it a mo¬ 
nopoly. 

Sewall, of Maine, the last democratic 
nominee for Vice-President, was a 
strong advocate of the ship building 
trust. 

Perry Belmont and Oliver H. P. Bel¬ 
mont have long been the American 
agents for the Rothschilds and are sup- 
posed to represent that enormous finan¬ 
cial institution at the present time. 
These are only a few of hundreds. Does 
any sane person believe for one second 
that these men would, if they came into 
power, destroy; by legislation, the in- 
dustnes out of which they have amassed 
their- fortunes? The thought is prepos¬ 
terous. 

I cannot speak of other cities, but in 


cl&res that life, liberty and happiness forerwJt 
man, woman and child are conditioned uta* 
equal political and economic rights. 

That private ownership of the means of 
ductlon and distribution of wealth has catkJi 
society to split into two disUnct classes w**I 
conflicting interests, the small possessing' 
of capitalists or exploiters of the labor foies * 
others and the ever-increasing large distw*: 
sessed class of wage-workers, who are deprivli 
of the socla!ly-due share of their product. ^ 
That capitalism, the private ownership of 
means of production, Is responsible for the in! 
security of subsistence, the poverty, misery 
degradation of the ever-growing majority * 
our people. w 

That the same economic forces which hav* 
produced and now intensify the capitalist nZ 
tem, will compel the adoption of Socialism. 
collective ownership of the means of produetkn 
for the common good and welfare, or result 
the destruction of civilization. 

That the trade union movement and lmu. 

nonflont tvilltlrnl apt Inn nrii tbu rbl.F __ u . 
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A good time and a day off for socialists and Uieir 
sweethearts, wives and children. Vocal and Instrumental 
music Dancing. Refreshments of all kinds served on 
the ground. 


pendent political action are the chief emend 
patlng factors of the working class, the oSI 
representing Its economic, the other Its pollthti 
wing, and that both must co-operate to abo lish 
the capitalist system of production and diitn 

htiflnn 
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the ground. 
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Scientific Socialism 

By Rev. Charles H. Vail 

Anther *• Modern Socialism" and “National 
Ownership of Railways." 


civilization ahould sever connection wltn ah 
capitalist and reform parties and units wtth 
the Social Democratic Party of America. 

The control of political power by the Social 
Democratic Party will be tantamount to the 
abolition of capitalism and of all class rule. 

The solidarity of labor connecting us with 
millions of class-conscious fellow-worksn 
throughout the civilised world will lead to In¬ 
ternational Socialism, the brotherhood of w« a. 

As steps In this direction, we make the fob 
lowing demands: 

1 . Revision of our antiquated Federal Con¬ 
stitution, In order to remove the obstacles to 
full and complete control of government by all 
the people. Irrespective of sex. 

2. The public ownership of all Industries con¬ 
trolled by monopolies, trusts and combines. 

3. The public ownership of all railroads, til*, 
graph, telephone, all means of transportation, 
communication, water-works, gas and electric 
plants, and other public utilities. 

4. The public ownership of all gold, silver 
’upper, lead. iron, coal and all other mines; 
also of all oil and gas wells. 

r .. Reduction of the hours of labor In Vropor- 
tL** to the increasing facilities of production. 

6. The Inauguration of a system of public 
works and improvements for the employment of 
a large number of the unemployed, the public 
credit to be utilized for that purpose. 

7. All useful Inventions to be free to all, th« 
inventor to be remunerated by the public. 

8. Labor legislation to be made national. In¬ 
stead of local, and International where possible. 

9. National Insurance of working people 
against accidents, lack of employment and want 
In old age. 

10 Equal civil and political rights for men 
and women, and the abolition of all laws dis¬ 
criminating against women. 

11. The adoption of the Initiative and Refer¬ 
endum. and the right of recall of representa¬ 
tives by the voters. 

12. Abolition of war as far as the United 
States are concerned and the Introduction of 
international arbitration Instead. 

DEMANDS FOR FARMER8. 

The Social Democratic Varty of America does 
not hops for the establishment of social order 
through the increase of misery, but on the con¬ 
trary It expects Its coming through ths deter- 
mlned, united efforts of the workers of both 
city and country to gain and use the political 
power to that end. In view of this we adopt ths 
following platform for the purpose of uniting 
the workers In the country with those tn tbs 
city: 

1. No more public land to be sold, but to be 
utilized by the United States or the State di¬ 
rectly for ths public benefit, or leased to farm¬ 
ers In small parcels of not over 640 acres, ths 
State to make strict regulations as to Improve¬ 
ment and cultivation. Forests and waterway! 
to be put under direct control of the nation. 

2. Construction of grain elevators, magazines 
and cold storage buildings by the nation, to be 
used by the farmers, at cost. 

3. The postal, railroad, telegraph and tele¬ 
phone services to be united that every post ind 
railroad station shall also be a telegraph and 
telephone center. Telephone service for farm¬ 
ers. as for residents of cities, to be at coat. 

4. A uniform postal rate for the transports" 
tlon of agricultural products on all railroads 

5. Public credit to be at the disposal of coun¬ 
ties and towns for the Improvement of roads 
and soli and for Irrigation and drainage. 


CONTENTS: 

The Industrial Evolution. The Analysis of Value. 
The Origin of Surplus Value. 

Tbs Advantages of Socialism : Production. Dis¬ 
tribution. Elimination of Useless Vocations, Prevention 
of Waste, Elevation of Woman, Proper Care and Train¬ 
ing of Children, Efficient Directors, Solution of the 
Monetary Question, Abolition of Taxation, Simplifica¬ 
tion of Government, Benefits to Capitalists, Benefits to 
Laborers. 

The Evidences of the Moral 5treegtb of Social¬ 
ism : Its Spirit aud Aim; Abolition of Business Die- 
honesty; Restriction of Divorce: Prevention of Prosti¬ 
tution; Elimination of Crime; Prevention of Intemp- 
eranre. Insanity, etc. 

Poverty—Its Cause and Cure. Wag* Slavery vs. 
Chattel Slavery. Rent and Interest. The Law of 
Wm*k. The Law of Progress. Industrial Depressions 
and Commercial Crises. The Problem of Labor-Saving 
Machinery. 

Popular Economic Errors : That Value is Deter¬ 
mined by Capitalist Cost of Production: that the Inter¬ 
ests of Laborers and Capitalists are identical; that 
Labor is Better Off To-day Than Ever Before ; that 
('heap Prices are Beneficial to Labor; that Foreign 
Marketeer* Beneficial to Labor; that Luxury is Bene¬ 
ficial to Labor: that Land Nationalization Would 
Solve the Social Question: that Extravagance is the 
Chief Cause of Economic Want; that Socialism Would 
Thwart Inventions aod Improvements; that Socialism 
Would Destroy Individuality. Conclusion and Index. 

12mo, 236 Pages; Paper, 35c; Cloth, 91.00. 


Are you a Socialist V What are you doing for 
Socialism? Fvery Socialist should liu up and do¬ 
ing night and day, doing something to advance 
the cause. What arc you doing? Arc you bear¬ 
ing your share of the burden? Your share Is to 
get at least one new subscriber to THE HERALD 
every -week. 
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Books on economic Mibjnrt k can lie ordered to your 
sdvautage from the llurean of Socialist Literature, 
36 Turk Street. San Francisco, Cal. 

Following is a partial list of the works of G. B. 
REN HAM. which we recommend: 

History of the Paris Commune of 1371, paper cover, 

25vents; full clolb.$0.75 

UtMpel of Discontent (compilation).15 

Snap Shota at Capitalism (compilation).15 

Story of the Red Flag.. .05 
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1. Liberty. Dohg. 5c. 

Merrie England. Rlatchford. 10c. 

3. Municipal Socialism. Gordon. 5c. 

4. Prison labor. Debs. 5c. 

ft. Socialism and Slavery. Hyndman. 5c. 
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7. Oration «»n Voltaire. Victor Hugo. 5c. 
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13. Co-Operative Commonwealth, (rmnlund. 50c. 
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lft. Progressive Examination of I-ocomotlve En- 
- glnecrs and Firemen. Hill. 50c. 

10. Locomotive Runulng Repairs. Hitchcock. 50c. 
17. Simple Lessons In Drawing for the Shop. 
Reynolds. 5l)r. 

1H. Air Drake Practice. Phelan. 91.00. 

19. Ready Reference. Alexander. $1.50. 

20. Locomotive Running and Management. Hiu- 

clair. $2.00. 

21. Compound Locomotive*. Woods. 92.00. 

24. Twenty’Years with the Indicator. Pray. 9?.50. 

23. Hand-Kook of the locomotive. Roper. $2.50. 

24. New Catechism of the Locomotive. Forney. 
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Note.*— Nos. 1. 3. 4, 5, 6. 7 and 6 in lots of 10 copies 25 
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‘•CHILD LABOR” 

Delivered in the Matu<acbui<ettB Legislature. 
The popular, verdict pronounces it simply 
“great." 

“SOCIETY'S RIGHT to LAND and CAPITAL” 

An argument that is irresistible, couched in 
language clear, graceful and i>oetic. Don't fail 
to order this. 


Karl Marx, Capital. Cloth,...92.00 

F. W. Sprague—Socialism, from Genesis to Reve¬ 
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Charles Vail- Modern Socialism.25 

Ashpliint—Heterodox Economics and Orthodox 
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Volney—'The Ruins of Empire*.H 

Thomas Paine—The Rights ol Man. 20 

The Socialism of John Stuart Mill. Edited by 

Bliss.25 

Henry George—Social Problems... M 

Osborne Ward—The Ancient Lowly. 1.19 
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Richard T. Ely—Socialism and Social Reform. IM 
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just OUT 

Municipal Socialism 

By F. G. R. GORDON 


A tbirty-two page pamphlet packed with fact* and 
figures. An unanswerable argument in favor of muni¬ 
cipal ownership. The first work of its kind for popular 
use. Every socialist should help to spread it. 

Single copies. 

Ten copies. 

One hundred copies. 

Debs Publishing Co. 


THE HERALD LEAFLETS 

No. 1 Contains “A WORD WITH YOU, JOHN?" be¬ 
ing an admirably prepared paper by “ Wayfarer,” based 
on a chanter in “Merrie England.’* 

“THE REAL MASTERSpertinent questions ad¬ 
dressed to workingmen. 

The “DECLARATION and POLITICAL DEMANDS 
of the Social Democratic Party of America. 

No.3 Contains "AROUSE, YE SLAVES!”a ringiii# 
address by E. V. Deb* on Socialism and the Social Data- 
ocratic Party. with a picture of the author. 

* HOT SHOTS!” a.bunch of pithy, pointed. ”ap-t* 
date ’ paragraphs, calculated to make people thin* 
for themselves. 

$2.00 
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5(10 copies. 


250 copies. 
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When a branch of the 8. D. P. is organised it should 
not ait down on its hind legs and wait for the cloud* 
roll by. Presumably it wae organised to work and 
work it should. Now, you want a large attendanod 
your meetings and you want new members. This pU« 
insures both. Seoore a rubber stamp with yoor time 
and place of meeting on it and order a bundle of the 

APPEAL TO REASON 

to come each week. Put the stamp on each copy an* 
distribute them the day before yoor meeting. The eoit 
will be low and the people will come. The coat will be 
something like this: 

25 copies weekly, 3 months to one address $ U» 
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